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Dear Friends of River Bend Nature Center, 

We are pleased to provide you with an update on our work in the 
following pages of our 2024 annual report. 

2024 was another amazing year for River Bend Nature Center. 
Staff, volunteers, and friends of River Bend came together to set 
new records and strengthen our role as one of the region’s premier 
environmental educators and greening leaders. A few years ago, 
the community came together to co-create a strategic plan to guide 
River Bend’s work for the next generation. By following that plan, 
we made 2024 a banner year—one that would have made our 
founder, Orwin Rustad, and other River Bend trailblazers we’ve 
lost along the way very proud. 

Going into 2024, River Bend had the wind at our backs. We 
brought together a coalition of public and private funders, enabling 
us to expand our work into more schools and communities than 
ever before. 

In 2024, we helped other agencies across the region adopt an 
“Outdoor Bill of Rights,” expanded youth educational programs, 
introduced new populations to career paths in environmental 
stewardship, and launched our first-ever interpretive plan to 
improve the visitor experience. These efforts helped River Bend 
earn national recognition and support from organizations like the 
Trust for Public Land, the National League of Cities, and the USDA 
Forest Service. 

Our work to build a more meaningful, lifelong connection with 
nature for everyone also manifested itself through significantly 
expanded conservation efforts. Today, more of our acreage than 
ever is cared for through comprehensive, multi-year conservation 
and restoration efforts. Beyond that, we began the first steps with 
the Trust for Public Land and our neighbors, Bill and Maggie Hein, 
to restore over 40 acres of agricultural land to a public trail 
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network and critical habitat for threatened and endangered species 
of plants and animals along the Straight River. 

While 2024 was an amazing year, this report is being released in 
July 2025—at a time when we are also facing new uncertainties. 
Shifts in federal policy have put a significant amount of River 
Bend’s financial and human capacity on uncertain footing. As we 
are beginning to do more and more significant work across the 
region, we’re facing the prospect of doing it with less and less. 
More important than federal policy changes, we continue to mourn 
the losses of pillars of River Bend’s community of supporters in 
2024 and into 2025. River Bend has always been a coalition of 
neighbors, conservationists, volunteers, and FRIENDS. We share in 
the grief of these losses and, like you, wonder how we’ll manage in 
their absence. 

We’re so grateful to have impacted the lives of thousands of people 
in and around Faribault—people from all walks of life and all 
corners of the globe—by inspiring curiosity, respect, and care for 
nature. 

Thank you to the incredible River Bend staff, board members, 
funders, and volunteers who made 2024 an amazing success. 

 

  Dust Dienst   Brad Bourn 
  Board Chair   Executive Director  
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*Our 2024 audit 

will be complete 

in Q3, 2025. 

These numbers 

may change 

slightly. River 

Bend’s public 

financial 

statements are 

available by 

request and 

posted on our 

website.  





Board of Directors 

Dustin Dienst, President 

Sarah Hammer, Vice-President 

Karen Zeller, Treasurer 

Abby Malmanger, Secretary 

Mandy Barnes, City Council Liaison 

Jessica Kinser, City Administrator 

Cindy DeSormeau  

Patrick Mader 

Erica Jakes 

Nort Johnson 

Tom DeMatteo 

Patrick Schaefer 

Greg Simons 

Ibrahim Khalif 

Staff 

Executive Director 

Brad Bourn  

Associate Directors 

Quanda Arch, Outdoor Career Pathways 

Katy Anderegg, Administration 

Molly Dulka, Programs & Engagement  

Brittany Smith, Env. Stewardship 

Program Coordinators  

Matt Johnson & Morgan Heier,  
Randy McMeekin 

Naturalists 

Kate Ford, Leah Inman 

AmeriCorps Members 

Caitlin Juvland (Jan-Dec) 

Dan Heinen (Jan-Dec) 

Andrew Flicek  (June-Dec) 

Nick Smoczyk (August-Dec) 

Evelyn Rosas (August-Dec) 

Autumn Pozniak (October-Dec) 

Julia Gates (Jan-July) 
Dennis Wilcox (Jan-July) 

Io Harris (June-August) 

Lucy Paschke (June-August) 

Former Staff & Board Members 

Serving in 2024 

Tom Spooner, City Council Liaison 

Thank you for supporting River Bend Nature Center 


